
• The  intent  of  this  program  is not to show members and collectors how to exhibit, but to 
give an overview of what can and is collected by our members. 

 

• The largest part of our membership collects the traditional EUROPA (CEPT) issues. The most 
heard  complaint  is that there are too many stamps issued by too many countries. As of last 
count  66  countries  issued  106  stamps  in  2011. When collecting stamps, souvenir sheets, 
booklets, mini blocks, mini sheets and first day covers…… you know where I’m going. 

 

• This program is not to tell anyone what or how to collect. 

 

• I  would  just like  to take this opportunity to show how many other possibilities there are to 
collect  and  have  fun. All  of  the  topics  that  I  show  have to do with the European Union, 
European Communities, etc. Some  of  them  are called “micro collections”;  they can be very 
affordable, fun and sometimes hard to find as postal history.  

 

• So, sit back, enjoy, ask questions and get ideas. 



EUROPA STUDY UNIT 
An association of philatelists devoted to the study of philatelic manifestations of the Europa ideal of 

political, economic and social integration of Europe. 

CONSEIL de l’EUROPE 

COUNCIL of EUROPE. 

The Council of Europe (French: Conseil de l’Europe) is an international organization promoting co-operation 
between all countries of Europe in the areas of legal standards, human rights, democratic development, the 
rule of law and cultural co-operation. It was  founded in 1949, has 47 member states with some 800 million 
citizens, and is an entirely separate body  from the European Union (EU), which has only 27 member states. 
Unlike the EU, the Council of Europe cannot make binding laws. The two do however share certain symbols 
such as the flag of Europe. The Council of Europe has nothing to do with either the Council of the European 
Union or the European Council, which are both EU bodies. 

 EUROPA FLAG with 12 
stars for original states. 

Council of Europe Logo 



1956 – 1973 Common design issues, except 1957 

Conference Europeenne de Post et Telecommunications 

The common design stamps were issued under the auspices of the European 
Coal & Steel Community, ratified by the Treaty of Paris in 1951. 

The six original countries are Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands and 
Luxembourg. 



1974 – 1992: Common Theme of CEPT issues 

Art & Culture – European Sculptures. 23 Countries or members are participating. 



From 1993 until present: Common Theme of PostEurop 
 

1995 – 50th anniversary of the end of World War II. 
Issuing member states has expanded to 50. 



 
 

• This was the year that this collector decided to change directions. As many of us 
do, the above mentioned issues became too prolific: stamps, pairs, souvenir 
sheets, mini blocks, mini sheets, full sheets, first day covers, booklets, self 
adhesive, etc.  

 

• It became clear that I could collect a broader topic or theme with less stamps and 
when exhibiting, tell a bigger story.  

 

• As you will see in the following presentation, even this can be divided into several  
different collections. 

 

• As for me, my intent is not to tell collectors what to collect. Rather, the research 
and history about the following topics is endlessly rewarding and educational. 



              COUNCIL of EUROPE 
 

The best known bodies of the Council of Europe are the European Court of Human 
Rights,  which  enforces   the  European  Convention  on  Human  Rights,  and   the  
European   Pharmacopoeia   Commission,  which  sets  the  quality   standards   for 
pharmaceutical  products in  Europe. The Council of Europe’s work has  resulted in 
standards, charters  and  conventions  to facilitate  cooperation between European 
countries. 

 

 

 

 

Its  statutory   institutions  are the  Committee of Ministers comprising the foreign 
ministers of each member  state, the  Parliamentary Assembly  composed  of MP’s 
from  the  Parliament   in   each member state, and the Secretary General  heading   
the secretariat of the Council of Europe. The Commissioner for Human Rights is an 
independent   institution   within   the   Council of Europe,   mandated  to promote 
awareness of and respect for Human Rights in the member states. 

 

 

 

 

The headquarters  of  the Council of Europe are in Strasbourg, France, with English  

and    French   as   its  two   official  languages.  The   Committee  of  Ministers,  the  
Parliamentary  Assembly  and  the  Congress  also  use German, Italian  and Russian  

for some of their work. 

Ninth European Conference 
on Protection of Human 

Rights. 
Rouen Cathedral overprinted 

Conseil DE L’EUROPE, 
 1ST 

Official Stamp for the Council 
 of Europe 



COUNCIL of EUROPE 

On the left, the first issues of the Council of Europe stamps, 12 white stars, for 
original member states on blue background. 

On the right, second design , yellow stars on blue background and yellow sun. 
 

The stamps are for official use only and can be purchased only at the Council of 
Europe headquarters in Strasbourg. 

 
In the early days, the post office in the building was open to the public. That is 
no longer possible. The stamps can only be purchased from the French postal 

service in Paris.  



COUNCIL of EUROPE 
History: In a speech at the University of Zurich on September 19, 1946, Sir 
Winston Churchill called for a “ kind of United States of Europe” and the creation 
of a Council of Europe. He had spoken of a Council of Europe as early as 1943 in 
a radio broadcast.                                                                                                                                              
The future structure of the Council of Europe was discussed at a specific 
congress of several hundred leading politicians, government representatives and 
civil society in The Hague, Netherlands, in 1948. There were two schools of 
thought competing: some favored a classical international organization with 
representatives of governments, while others preferred a political forum with 
parliamentarians.  Both approaches were finally combined through the creation 
of the Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly under the 
Statute of the Council of Europe. This dual intergovernmental and inter-
parliamentary structure was later copied for the European Communities, NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) and the OSCE (Organization for Security and  Co-Operation in Europe). 

  

 

University of Zurich, site of the 
call for a “ kind of United States 
of Europe” by Winston Churchill  

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill. 
At that time Churchill held the office of 

Deputy Lieutenant of Kent 

Headquarters of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France. 



COUNCIL of EUROPE 

• The    Council of Europe was founded on 5 May 1949 by the Treaty of London. The Treaty of London or the 
Statue   of the Council of Europe was signed  in  London  on   that day by twelve states: Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Many other 
states  followed, especially  after the democratic transitions in central and eastern Europe during the early 
1990s, and  the  Council of Europe now includes  all  European states except Belarus, Kazakhstan, Vatican 
City and the states with limited recognition. 

FIRST Day cover with Council of Europe stamp and flags of original twelve member states 



COUNCIL  OF EUROPE 
• Aims and Achievements: Article 1(a) of the Statute states that “The aim of the Council of Europe is to 

achieve a greater unity between its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realizing the ideals and 
principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic and social progress.” Therefore  
membership is open to all European states which seek European integration, accept the principle of the 
rule of law and are able and willing to guarantee fundamental human rights and freedoms. 

Council of Europe stationery with the first stamps, flag- white stars on blue 
background, Republique Francais. Second issue, yellow stars on blue background,  

reprint France. On maxi card. 



COUNCIL of EUROPE 
The wide activities and achievements of the Council of Europe are mainly about the protection of its 

citizens through rule of law and legal co-operation. There are some 200 conventions and 
treaties including Convention on Cybercrime, Prevention of Terrorism, Corruption and 

Organized Crime, Trafficking in Human Beings and Biomedicine. 

Note in the upper left corner, there are auxiliary markings for each 
session of the  council, date, morning, afternoon, etc,. These items 
are  exclusively  obtained  by  employees  of  the Council of Europe. 

This 30 centime Postage Due stamp was applied because 
the rates had changed in January 1965. The letter was 

mailed May 5, 1965. 



COUNCIL of EUROPE 

The above envelope has the correct postage for a large registered letter, depending on 
the contents, the postage was Fr3,60 plus Fr4,40 for registered service in France. 

The cover is First Day  for the stamps with the ,than, headquarters. 
 
 
 

The set on the right is complete and issued over 4 years. 



THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES 



THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES 

Five Flying Swans 
 

This motif was chosen from a 
poem by Hans Seedorff 

Pedersen. The original title 
was “Svanerne fra Norden” 

 (The Swans from the Nordic 
Countries). 

The   first   five   issues   had   a 
common   design,  after  that it 
became    a    similar      theme. 
The   issues   were  not issued 

yearly  or  with intervals of two 
or three years. The later theme 
issues   where   more  frequent 

and regular.  



THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES 

One of the more difficult, but very rewarding items to collect, are commercial letters 
to foreign destinations with correct postage (not philatelic). This cover contains two 

single booklet stamps, left and right  perforated, and a pair of booklet stamps. 
In 1968, although not a member of the Norden, Bulgaria 
issued a set of stamps depicting the Swans and the Viking 

Ships, to commemorate their Cooperation with the 
Scandinavian countries. 



THE NORDEN COUNTRIES 

The 1969 issue, Viking Ships, had multiple commemorations, 
ten  year  Norden, 50th anniversary Norden  Association and 

Centenary of the Scandinavian Postal Cooperation. 

Even  this  unassuming cover  to the U.S. is a very desirable 
item. High value of the set (foreign destination) and a high 

value definitive to pay for the registration 



THE NORDEN COUNTRIES 

Some of the newer themes used, Nordic Folktales, Faroe Islands and Nordic Mythology, Greenland. 



EUROPEAN DANUBE COMMISSION 
The Danube Commission is concerned with the maintenance and improvement of navigation conditions of the 
Danube River. The Danube river originates  in  the town of Donauschingen, in the Black Forest of Germany, at the  
confluence  of  the  rivers  Brigach  and  Breg.  It  then  flows  southeast  for  2,872 km  (1785 miles)  before 
emptying into the Black Sea. It runs through 4 capitals in 2 western and 10 eastern European countries. Contrary 
to  the  famous  song “The  Blue  Danube by Johann Strauss”, the river is gray and dirty from all the boat traffic. 

Notice the arrow, Donauschingen, in Germany, start of Danube. 

Bulgaria souvenir sheet shows only the flags of the 
Eastern European countries. All stamps & S/S exist  

perforated & imperforated. 



EUROPEAN DANUBE COMMISSION 

Due to the ever increasing commercial shipping, the waters of the 
Danube have  been  heavily  polluted with the result that the once 
thriving  fishing  has  disappeared. Today, the river has been much 

improved and Danube-cruses are helping local economies.  

Two early 20th century scenes from the Danube, 
passenger transport , Linz a.d. Danube and Passau on 

the Vienna-Linz route. 



TREATY of ROME 
On 25 March 1957, two treaties were signed in Rome that gave birth to the European Economic Community 
(EEC) and to the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom): the Treaties of Rome. The signatories of the 
historic agreement were Christian Pineau on behalf of France, Joseph Luns from the Netherlands, Paul Henri 
Spaak from Belgium, Joseph Bech from Luxemburg, Antonio Segni from  Italy and Konrad Adenauer from the 
Federal Republic of Germany. The Treaties were ratified by National Parliaments over the following months and 
came into force on January 1, 1958. 

The  above stamp  lists  the  names of the Prime Ministers and the names of the 
Finance Ministers from the signing countries. 

The Malta souvenir sheet on the right clearly uses the same background picture 
As was used for the Luxemburg stamp. This is a copy of the original scene at the 

time of the signing of the Treaties. 



TREATY of ROME 

On the left progressive color proof from the French post office for the 1982, EUROPA 
stamps, celebrating the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome. 
Below is a first day cover (philatelic) mailed to Brazil with commemorative cancellation 
used by the Council of Europe for the anniversary of the Treaty.    



TREATY of ROME 

Three commercial covers with correct postage and cancellations for 
the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty. 



TREATY of ROME 

An example of a cover that can be used for several topics. The 
stamp  is  for  the 50th anniversary  of  the Treaty of Rome, the 
cancellation  is  for  the unveiling of a commemorative plaque, 
showing the Goddess EUROPA riding the Bull Zeus, donated to 

the city of Gau-Algesheim in Germany.  

BR# was the first (Pressurized Water Reactor) in Western Europe. The builder was 
Westinghouse, was operational from 1962 until 1987. 
EURATOM was the second part of the Treaty of Rome. 



The CONFERENCE on SECURITY 
and COOPERATION in EUROPE (CSCE) 

The Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) was a sequence of block-conferences of the 
European states . The first  Conference  took  place  mainly on the initiative of the Warsaw Pact on July 3rd 
1973 in Helsinki. Participants  were 35 (all European states, the United States, Canada, the Soviet Union – 

except Albania). The Helsinki Final Act was signed on August 1st 1975.  

The souvenir sheet from Finland is not valid for postage, it was issued to visitors at the 
Prague Philatelic Exhibit. 



The CONFERENCE on SECURITY 
and COOPERATION in EUROPE (CSCE) 

It has always been the contention that the organization was formed to please the Eastern European states to 
give them more  security and to secure their borders, internal affairs and trade with Western European states. 
The  Helsinki  Final  Act  contained  also  agreements  on  practical military measures. To do this, the 
announcement  of  maneuvers  from  25,000 soldiers  was at least 21 days in advance and the invitation of 
observers to these maneuvers.  

The label in the upper right shows the government building in Helsinki site of the  
HELSINKI FINAL ACT  signing.   



The CONFERENCE on SECURITY 
and COOPERATION in EUROPE (CSCE) 

Souvenir sheet from Bulgaria, showing all 35 member states flags. 



The CONFERENCE on SECURITY 
and COOPERATION in EUROPE (CSCE) 

  Souvenir sheet and maxi-card with stamp from s/s issued by Austria  
for the 1986 Vienna Conference of the CSCE. 

Registered letter mailed in Altenburg to Drevenack in former East 
Germany, franked with strip of 3 CSCE stamps and additional postage. 



EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE (EAH) 

European Heritage Days (EHD), also  called  European Architectural Heritage Days is a 
joint  action  of  the  Council of Europe  and  the  European  Commission  involving  50 
signatory  states  of  the  European  Cultural  Convention  under  the  motto, Europe: a 
common heritage.  
 
 
The event began in France in 1984, with La Journee Portes Ouvertes (Open Door Days), 
sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Culture.  In  1985,  in  Granada,  at  the  2nd  European 
Conference of  Ministers responsible for Architectural Heritage, the French Minister of  
Culture proposed that  the project be international  under  the  Council of Europe. The  Netherlands held 
their  first  Open Monumentendag (open monument  day)  in 1987. Sweden  and  the  Republic of Ireland 
joined in 1989, and Belgium and Scotland in 1990.  
As  part  of  that  program  and  to  stimulate tourism, the  European  Union  solicited  the  cooperation of 
UNESCO World Heritage. Participating members received contributions and low interest loans to restore, 
clean-up  registered landmarks like buildings, statues, cathedrals, etc,.  
 
 
At the end of the 20th century the program was changed and referred to European Cultural Capitol. The 
purpose was the same, stimulating tourism. Every year one or two European Capitols are designated as 
such and receive  subsidies from the Council of Europe, Cultural Divison. 



EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE  

Front and inside of commemorative folder, 1975 European Architectural Heritage Year, Council of Europe stamp and 
cancellation – on the right side we have the 1975 EUROPA set, cancelled EAH Day in Strasburg. 



EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

The cathedral  in Antwerp was built from 1352 – 1521, but was 
never   completed. The  foundation  is  built  on  wooden  poles, 
since the original site was a swamp area. The restoration of the  
Church was  started in 1965, received special UNESCO funds for 
the   1975   European   Architectural   Heritage   Year,  and  was 
finished in 1993. My father worked on the project as a specialty 

welder form 1969 until 1975. 



EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE  

Visegrad is  a  town  and municipality in Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
It is part of the Republika Srpska entity. It is on the river Drina.   
Part of the UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE. 

    



EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

The  middle  stamp  is  from  VISBY, the  only locality 
with historical (city status) on the island of Gotland. 
The  name  “Visby”  comes  from  the Old Norse Vis, 

meaning sacrificial place.  

The city  of SIBIU in Romania and the city of Luxemburg and 
the Greater Region where celebrated as the 2007 European 

Culture Capitols. (The new designation of EAH.) 



SMALL EUROPEAN POSTAL 
ADMINISTRATION COOPERATION (SEPAC) 

The Small European Postal Administration Cooperation 
(or SEPAC) is an association of 14 European postal 
authorities.  
The first joint issue of SEPAC postage stamps occurred 
on October 1, 2007. Further joint issues within the 
group are scheduled every two years. San Marino did 
not participate in 2011. 
The following criteria are requisites for membership:  
  * The postal administration must be located in Europe 
  * The postal administration must be independent 
  * The postal administration must have a small market 
with more than 50% of its philatelic customers living 
outside the country. 
 
The Secretary of SEPAC is Andree Valentine, Jersey 
Post’s Head of Philatelic Services. 



SMALL EUROPEAN POSTAL  
ADMINISTRATION COOPERATION (SEPAC) 

This   is  really a Micro collection. There are only 14 
member  states  (Luxemburg  was  not  originally a 
member  of  SEPAC  but joined at the end of 2006). 
 
 
 
 
Here  are  some  examples  from   Iceland   for   the 
years 2007 and 2009. On the left is a mini sheet  of 
5  se-tenant  pairs, the  only  way  they  sold  at the 
post office. These  stamps  are  even harder to find 
on  commercial  mail, unless  a  visitor buys a sheet 
and send them out to friend.  
 
 
 
The   stamps   of   all   the   participating  states are 
subject for good topics. 
 
 
Iceland  has  been  called  “The  Land  of  Frost  and 
Fire”. Lying  in  the  path  of  the warm Gulf stream, 
the country has generally cool summers with spells 
of fine pleasant weather and long mild winters. 



SMALL EUROPEAN POSTAL 
ADMINISTRATION COOPERATION (SEPAC) 

Jersey: “Bonne Nuit Harbour (Bouonne Niet in Jerriais) means good night. 
             “St.Aubin Harbor” is a port in the Channel Island of Jersey. 
 

Skaftafellsjokull glacier.  
 Skaftafell National Park is Iceland’s second largest. 

On the left : street scene in Old Monaco, on the right: the Yacht Club 
for the rich and the famous. 



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
N.A.T.O. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, president of the United States and First NATO 
Commander in 1951. 



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
N.A.T.O. 

1959: The new headquarters of NATO at 
Port Dauphine, Paris. 

Advertising machine cancel on stationary commemorating 
the  5th anniversary  of  German  National Guard as part of 
NATO.  
Monchengladbach  is  home  of  the  North-Central  NATO 
Headquarters,  located  in  the  Rheindahlen military base 
which  is  also  the  joint headquarters (JHQ) of the British 
Forces. 



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
N.A.T.O. 

Designers proof for a cachet and stamp, commemorating the 
50th anniversary of NATO by Great Britain.  

Two “free postage” covers from the British NATO Forces. The top cover should have been 
destroyed according to regulations. 



NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
N.A.T.O. 

Turkey was not exactly on the North Atlantic but was strategic for 
defense between Western Europe and the East-Block countries. 

Pair   of   non-denominated  proof  print and a single 
souvenir sheet  that was shifted. This souvenir sheet 
was  approved  and  issued for the meeting of NATO 
Foreign Ministers in Sofia, Bulgaria 27-28 April 2006.  



EUROPA STUDY UNIT 

In closing, I do hope that this program help you as a collector of the “ EUROPE “ topic in general 
and will not keep you from discovering  new horizons. Again, It was not my intention to tell the 

collector what or how to collect.  

These  are  some  of the many sub-topics that can be collected when considering EUROPE and its 
Communities. Many more are available, EFTA – European Nature Conservation – European sport 

championships – “Europa Tage” – European Sister cities – etc. 

Many thanks go out to my friends and club members, Deana Roper, Editor & Publisher and Alex Cwiekalo. 
Credits for some of the information go to Wikipedia -  NATO news – European Website. 


